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The Southeast and Caribbean Disaster Resilience Partnership (SCDRP) convened
together in-person for the first time in three years during the 2023 Annual Meeting
held at the Novotel Miami Brickell hotel in Miami, Florida, on January 24-25,2023. The
2023 Annual Meeting constituted an extraordinary gathering of 120 professionals who
all shared a sense of urgency to better prepare our communities for the hazards that
lie ahead and to help them recover more quickly and equitably after disasters strike.
During the SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting, massive strides were made towards building
regional resilience capacity through learning from each other’s shared stories,
successes, and lessons learned. The attendees acted on a shared recognition that the
challenges our region faces in the future are too complex for any one group to tackle
alone and progress will require moving forward collaboratively and forging innovative
partnerships that cross boundaries and disciplines.

The SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting included a Pre-Meeting Virginia Key Tour on January
23,2023. Attendees participated in site visits to the Miami-Dade County Water and
Sewer Wastewater Treatment Plant on Virginia Key. During the tour of the
Wastewater Treatment Plant, attendees saw critical infrastructure that was hardened
and raised for resilience to extreme weather and hurricanes. Attendees were also
provided a guided tour of a nearby mangrove restoration site. Twenty-one attendees
signed up for this educational and interactive field trip.

Figure 1. Fieldtrip to
Virginia Key to tour
resilience projects and
exchange ideas.
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Pre-meeting events also included the annual in-person meeting of the SCDRP Advisory
Board, and a special collaborative session between the Coastal Zone Managers from North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida with the SCDRP Advisory Board Members
entitled “Southeastern U.S. Resilience: SCDRP & CZM Alignment.” The pre-meetings
activities culminated in an Evening Meet & Greet at the waterfront American Social Miami
restaurant. At the restaurant, attendees gathered for casual socializing and to meet the
nominees for the open Advisory Board seats before final voting in the Advisory Board
Election.

Registration for the SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting reached maximum capacity at 120
registered attendees, plus assistants, aides, and the media. Attendees represented a wide
diversity of professionals from the public, private, non-profit, and academic sectors.
Attendees were mostly from the academic sector (28%), followed closely by U.S. Federal
employees and those that work at the national government level in their home countries
(20%). There were also substantial and roughly equal contingents from the local
government (15%), non-profit (14%), and private (14%) sectors. There was a smaller group
of representatives from State and Territory governments (7%), and the special guests from
the United Nations represented a unique global/intergovernmental role (2%).

Figure 2. Pre-meeting Meet & Greet.
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Meeting attendees came from all over the United States and Caribbean. While the vast
majority of attendees came from North Carolina (20), South Carolina (15), Georgia (5),
and mostly Florida (51), attendees also traveled from as far north as New York (3),
Pennsylvania (1), New Jersey (1), and Virginia (1), and from as far west as Arizona (1),
Colorado (1), Kansas (1), and Louisiana (1). SCDRP made special efforts this year to
exchange experiences and knowledge with the U.S. territories and nations of the wider
Caribbean. The Partnership extended a special welcome to Caribbean partners joining
the meeting from neighboring island nations and territories, including the Bahamas (2),
Puerto Rico (5), U.S. Virgin Islands (1), and Jamaica (1). The attendees also gave a warm
welcome to those that had journeyed far from the Central American country of Belize (1)
and the most easterly of the Caribbean islands -- Barbados (2).

The theme of the SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting was “Responding to the Urgency: Working
Together to Build Effective & Inclusive Resilience.” During the nine sessions over the
course of two days, the speakers and panelists addressed how to build effective
resilience in our communities through a) unique partnerships across larger areas that
share common vulnerabilities, b) inclusive, equitable, community-based solutions, and c)
taking actions with immediacy and urgency. Meeting materials are posted below.

Figure 3. United Nations Assistant Secretary-General Selwin
Hart speaks during the Opening Session
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The 2023 Annual Meeting officially kicked off with inspirational keynote addresses from
Mr. Jim Murley, Chief Resilience Officer of Miami-Dade County; Mayor Daniella Levine-
Cava of Miami-Dade County, and Assistant Secretary-General Selwin Hart of the United
Nations. This meeting was uniquely marked by the engagement of political and military
dignitaries poised to lead the region to long-lasting and far-reaching policy and systemic
changes to strengthen the resilience of local communities to manage the impacts of
natural hazards, disasters, and climate change.

After the rousing keynote addresses, Day 1 began with resilience updates from the
Southeastern states, and an engaging discussion of the challenges associated with
shelter before, during, and after disasters. After lunch, attendees learned about
approaches to resilience from the international Caribbean through presentations and a
moderated discussion between invited speakers from Barbados, Belize, and the
Bahamas. After a short break, reporters and photographers lined the back of the room to
hear the panel discussion between Miami-Dade County Commissioners, General Laura
Richardson (Commander, U.S. Southern Command) and Rear Admiral Brendan
McPherson (Commander, District 7, U.S. Coast Guard). This panel was moderated by the
Mayor of Miami-Dade County, Mayor Daniella Levine-Cava, and focused on how the
Miami area can exchange knowledge with the wider Caribbean to effectively “meet the
moment on climate.” The last session of Day 1 focused on how university partners and
local governments can work together to advance climate action and included special
guests from the University of the West Indies in Jamaica, the NOAA Physical Sciences
Lab in Colorado, and the NOAA National Hurricane Center in Miami.

Figure 4. Mr. James Murley,
Mayor Daniella Levine-Cava,
and United Nations Assistant

Secretary-General Selwin

Hart.
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Day 1 came to a close with SCDRP Annual Meeting attendees attending a social reception
with the Mayor, Municipalities, Departmental Directors, and Commissioners of Miami-
Dade County, along with the Consular Corps of Miami. Graciously sponsored by The
Beacon Council Foundation, the reception was a memorable private event for
approximately 180 professionals held at the Novotel LIMA Restaurant and UVA Bar. This
special social reception allowed the momentum of productive conversations initiated
during the day to continue and develop into the evening.

Day 2 began with the annual in-person Partnership Business Meeting to discuss the
SCDRP strategic plan and goals for the year, congratulate and introduce the new SCDRP
Advisory Board Members, and a time for members to share thoughts on how SCDRP can
better serve different sectors and communities within the region. Day 2 morning
sessions included updates on new resilience and disaster preparedness initiatives from
public and private sectors, perspectives from the Gullah Geechee and Haitian
communities, and dynamic discussions about equitable and inclusive community-based
approaches to resilience. Day 2 afternoon sessions highlighted unique and effective
resilience partnerships between private firms, universities, military installations,
planning councils, extension offices, Army Corps of Engineers, and faith organizations.

Figure 5. Mayor Levine-Cava, General Richardson, Rear Admiral McPherson,
Chairman Gilbert, and Commissioner Cohen Higgins preparing for their panel
discussion entitled “Miami-Dade and Wider Caribbean Knowledge Exchange --
Meeting the Moment on Climate.”
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The SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting was also distinctively marked by a new and
productive collaboration with the Duke Nicholas Institute for Energy, Environment,
and Sustainability. The Duke Nicholas Institute organized and sponsored exceptional
post-meeting gatherings including a Dinner and Reception at Delores But You Can Call
Me Lolita restaurant, followed the next day by an insightful Roundtable Discussion
entitled “Aligning Resilience Planning with Disaster Response: Partnerships for
Healthy Communities.” The Roundtable Discussion brought together 32 leaders from
the fields of resilience planning and emergency management to share recent lessons
learned and identify potential solutions to persistent challenges in financing and
funding resilience and disaster mitigation.

Figure 6. Emergency managers and resilience professionals gathered during
the post-meeting Duke Roundtable.
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MEETING MATERIALS: (Click for Link)

‘SCDRP 2023 Annual Meeting Agenda and Program

MEETING SESSION RECORDINGS: (Click for Link)

‘Welcome and Plenary Opening Remarks

-Session 1: RESILIENCE UPDATES FROM THE STATES AND TERRITORIES

-Session 2: SHELTER: BEFORE, DURING, & AFTER A DISASTER

-Session 3: APPROACHES TO RESILIENCE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL CARIBBEAN

-Session 4: Part I: MIAMI-DADE AND WIDER CARIBBEAN KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE -
MEETING THE MOMENT ON CLIMATE

-Session 4: Part Il: LEVERAGING THE DEEP BENCH: UNIVERSITY PARTNERS & LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS WORKING TOGETHER TO ADVANCE CLIMATE ACTION

-Session 5: RAPID RECOVERY BETWEEN SERIAL DISASTERS
-Session 6: COMMUNITY-BASED RISK REDUCTION

-Session 7: EFFECTIVE RESILIENCE PARTNERSHIPS

-Session 8: A HOLISTIC APPROACH TO CLIMATE AND RESILIENCE EQUITY



https://www.scdrp.secoora.org/_files/ugd/d5bde8_4e44f51152f54b43afe8659938ffeecb.pdf
https://youtu.be/IGpgv0Rwao0
https://youtu.be/kOSR5wLSE-s
https://youtu.be/uZjgB6Uw9gc
https://youtu.be/ypk6oOwH5iE
https://youtu.be/f2Zo55fO054
https://youtu.be/qyDG_ipRanc
https://youtu.be/ixyFifOklcQ
https://youtu.be/gFHU63xmSvU
https://youtu.be/0G7wr8KY3tw
https://youtu.be/jntzx5bo8QM

